TITLE: Joseph Cinquez, the brave Congolese Chief, who prefers death to 
slavery, and who now lies in jail . . . 

Joseph Cinquez was the leader of a revolt among African slaves aboard the 
Spanish ship "Amistad" en route to Cuba in June 1839. The slaves seized 
control of the ship but were soon recaptured and charged with murder and 
piracy. This portrait was done while Cinquez (or "Cinque") awaited trial in New 
Haven, Connecticut. John Quincy Adams represented the Africans before the 
Supreme Court, and thanks to his eloquence, they were set free and allowed 
to return to Africa. Sheffield's portrait is sympathetic and informal. The text 
quotes Cinquez's sober and moving speech to his comrades on board ship 
after the mutiny. He said, "Brothers, we have done that which we purposed, 
our hands are now clean for we have Striven to regain the precious heritage 
we received from our fathers. ... I am resolved it is better to die than to be a 
white man's slave . . ." Commissioned by the publisher of the New York 
"Sun," the print was described and advertised for sale in the account of the 
capture of the "Amistad," published in that newspaper's August 31, 1839 
issue. (The "Sun" account, evidently erroneous in this detail, names the artist 
as "James" Sheffield.) The Library's impression of the lithograph was 
deposited for copyright the same day. 
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JOSEPH C I N Q U £ Z 

Tht brave Cmqelrsr €hu( t whif prrtrrs tfratk Sim-try, aud vAv mow /«y ix Jatt tn trtnj til St* Karen 

i'oan atrntUay his irtai far tianm} for frrfd^m . 

SPEECH T0*HIS COMRADE % LAVE.S AFTER MURDER 1 NC THE CAPTAIN AC. AND GETTWfr POSStiS^s OF TML VESSEL 

CARGO 

"jlrttktrjr wr%4\-f dent tkel vJfcutft W0 jnrjtfsrd, t)*r kaudj *rf *e* sleo* for wr he** SbvM* te regain ttofUW*** kerUmye w* 
nenrfd A™ ew fatten Wc hwr #*th fr ft*rj4*tr*, Vhtrt tkf Jk* riser fife* u mr tj-elhrr*, <*ur fAl^trt I?o not seek 

to 4tfta( my trdtr*. itH J shall sacnt\e< any en* •fwweuld **4m*ftr tkt- reft, ci A*** wt *n& utl th* PUl m»*. Mm 

ytuap sflr $r /diW he rs £ in.il nxd §Ar* yfiU t>r*md . we »<u.<t nf! kilt tAVtt «Af yiw uj water 

Brwthtrf . i am rtsufctd thai il if hrttrr 1*> die than tie * vhx!c wtt jtaW I *>*tl wiuplat* i/ by dyi*$ ls*r t} ..: 
I. el us b? careful eat lh*tlrs no! it .-ark f:.r ti?r.i s- J.nf aid J need sty no r**rr * 



* 



